WHAT IS GEAR UP?

In effort to increase student college enroliment and
success and to transform the lives of low-income families
and their communities, GEAR UP Virginia (GUV) began
offering college preparatory services and skills
development to a cohort of seventh-grade students in 22
middle schools in 13 districts beginning in 2021-2022.
These students will receive support through their first year
of college, following high school graduation in 2026. GUV
also offers critical college preparation services annually to
juniors and seniors in three school divisions, and supports
them through their first year of college.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:

1.Increase the academic performance and college
preparation of GUV students;

2.Increase the number of students in rigorous courses;

3.Increase knowledge of college and financial aid among
students and their families;

4.lmprove college readiness rates; and 5) increase college
enrollment rates.

FOR STUDENTS:

« Spend time with the GEAR UP team at their school to talk
about career interests, continuing education after high
school (college or technical school), and support with
classes and homework

« Take part in college visits, summer programs, and other
out-of-school events

« Get help with applying for financial aid and scholarships
to help pay for education or training after high school

« Support with the transition from middle to high school
and from high school to further education or career-
related training after high school

« Eligible to receive a GEAR UP Virginia scholarship

FOR FAMILIES:

« Support to help your student with middle school, high
school and post-high school planning information

« Information and support to help your student complete
college applications, training programs and financial aid

« Invitations to educational and career exploration programs

#GEARUPWORKS

The financial impact that GUV has left by helping me find
scholarships and mentoring me through the process of

beginning college, and | am heading into my junior year
completely debt free!"

-Sarah

GUV Alum | University of Mary Washington '25
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